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SECRET STATE 072914 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILL IT 

SUBJECT: SECDEF- AMBASSADOR GARDNER MEETING 

1 . IN THEIR MEETING OF MARCH 14, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE AND 
AMBASSADOR GARDNER DISCUSSED THE FOLLOWING TOPICS: 

(A) MOD LATTANZIO VISIT TO THE US: SECRETARY BROWN NOTED 
THAT LATTANZIO HAD INFORMALLY EXPRESSED THE DESIRE TO VISIT 
THE US. HOWEVER, SINCE BROWN AND LATTANZIO WOULD HAVE 
OPPORTUNITIES TO MEET DURING THE DPC AND NPG SESSIONS IN 
MARCH. MAY AND/OR JUNE, BROWN SUGGESTED THAT AMBASSADOR ASK 
LATTANZIO TO DELAY VISIT UNTIL AFTER JUNE. GARDNER AGREED, 
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WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT BILATERAL MEETING WOULD BE 
ARRANGED AT ONE OF THE UPCOMING NATO SESSIONS. (BROWN AND 
LATTANZIO DID IN FACT MEET BRIEFLY DURING MARCH 25 AWACS 
DPC.) 

(B) DUAL-HATTING OF CINCUSNAVEUR AND NATO AFSOUTH: 

SECRETARY BROWN SAID THAT HE HAD ASKED THE JCS TO DEVISE A 
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PLAN TO DUAL-HAT CINCUSNAVEUR AS NATO AFSOUTH COMMANDER AND 
TO RELOCATE HQ NAVEUR TO THE NAPLES AREA, IN THE INTEREST OF 
OPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY AND MANPOWER AND COST SAVINGS. 

(C) COORDINATION OF US POLITICAL-MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN 

ITALY: BROWN AND AMBASSADOR AGREED ON IMPORTANCE OF CLOSE 
COORDINATION BETWEEN DOD, STATE, EMBASSY ROME AND US 
COMMANDERS ON MILITARY ACTIVITIES HAVING POLITICAL OR 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS. GARDNER MENTIONED IMPORT 
ANCE HE ATTACHES TO HIS CONFERENCE ON MARCH 29-30 WITH US 
COMMANDERS IN ITALY; HE WAS GIVEN COPY OF DEC 23, 1976, 

LETTER FROM CHAIRMAN, JCS TO CINCEUR, ASKING LATTER TO 
REMIND US COMMANDERS IN ITALY TO COORDINATE CLOSELY ON 
MATTERS HAVING POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS. PRIME CHANNEL FOR 
THIS COORDINATION IS US DEFENSE REPRESENTATIVE IN ROME. 

(D) COMMUNIST PARTY INFLUENCE IN ITALY: SECDEF AND 
AMBASSADOR GARDNER AGREED THAT PCI INFLUENCE IN ITALY 
DESERVES CONTINUOUS SCRUTINY. PARTICULARLY IMPLICATIONS 
FOR US AND NATO MILITARY ACTIVITIES, BUT THAT NO US OR 
NATO ACTIONS DESIGNED TO REDUCE COOPERATION WITH ITALY 
ARE WARRANTED UNDER CURRENT CONDITIONS. 

(E) NPG SESSION IN ITALY: MOD LATTANZIO HAS SUGGESTED HIS 
HOME TOWN OF BARI AS THE SITE OF THE FALL 1977 NPG MEETING. 

SECDEF AND AMBASSADOR GARDNER AGREED THAT THIS PROPOSAL 
SHOULD BE STUDIED CAREFULLY, AND BOTH ARE INCLINED TO 
ACCOMMODATE LATTANZIO REQUEST. 
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2. QUESTIONS OF DUAL-HATTING CINCUSNAVEUR/NATO AFSOUTH 
AND PROPOSAL TO HOST FALL NPG AT BARI WILL BE SUBJECT OF 
SEPARATE CABLES. 

CHRISTOPHER 


SECRET 


NNN 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 072914 
ORIGIN PM-04 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /005 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY: PM/ISO:GTCHURCHILL:ML 
APPROVED BY: PM/ISO:GTCHURCHILL 

300905Z 078181 /21 

R 30062 1Z APR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO CINCUSNAVEUR 

SECRET STATE 072914 

FOLLOWING TEL SENT ACTION ROME INFO LONDON, NATO, CINCEUR, 

CINCLANT FROM STATE 021123Z APR 7: 

QUOTE SECRET STATE 072914 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILL IT 

SUBJECT: SECDEF-AMB AS S ADOR GARDNER MEETING 

1 . IN THEIR MEETING OF MARCH 14, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE AND 
AMBASSADOR GARDNER DISCUSSED THE FOLLOWING TOPICS: 

(A) MOD LATTANZIO VISIT TO THE US: SECRETARY BROWN NOTED 
THAT LATTANZIO HAD INFORMALLY EXPRESSED THE DESIRE TO VISIT 
THE US. HOWEVER, SINCE BROWN AND LATTANZIO WOULD HAVE 
OPPORTUNITIES TO MEET DURING THE DPC AND NPG SESSIONS IN 
MARCH, MAY AND/OR JUNE, BROWN SUGGESTED THAT AMBASSADOR ASK 
LATTANZIO TO DELAY VISIT UNTIL AFTER JUNE. GARDNER AGREED, 

WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT BILATERAL MEETING WOULD BE 
ARRANGED AT ONE OF THE UPCOMING NATO SESSIONS. (BROWN AND 
LATTANZIO DID IN FACT MEET BRIEFLY DURING MARCH 25 AWACS 
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DPC.) 

(B) DUAL-HATTING OF CINCUSNAVEUR AND NATO AFSOUTH: 

SECRETARY BROWN SAID THAT HE HAD ASKED THE JCS TO DEVISE A 
PLAN TO DUAL-HAT CINCUSNAVEUR AS NATO AFSOUTH COMMANDER AND 
TO RELOCATE HQ NAVEUR TO THE NAPLES AREA, IN THE INTEREST OF 
OPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY AND MANPOWER AND COST SAVINGS. 

(C) COORDINATION OF US POLITICAL-MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN 

ITALY: BROWN AND AMBASSADOR AGREED ON IMPORTANCE OF CLOSE 
COORDINATION BETWEEN DOD, STATE, EMBASSY ROME AND US 
COMMANDERS ON MILITARY ACTIVITIES HAVING POLITICAL OR 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS. GARDNER MENTIONED IMPORT 
ANCE HE ATTACHES TO HIS CONFERENCE ON MARCH 29-30 WITH US 
COMMANDERS IN ITALY; HE WAS GIVEN COPY OF DEC 23. 1976, 
LETTER FROM CHAIRMAN, JCS TO CINCEUR, ASKING LATTER TO 
REMIND US COMMANDERS IN ITALY TO COORDINATE CLOSELY ON 
MATTERS HAVING POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS. PRIME CHANNEL FOR 
THIS COORDINATION IS US DEFENSE REPRESENTATIVE IN ROME. 

(D) COMMUNIST PARTY INFLUENCE IN ITALY: SECDEF AND 
AMBASSADOR GARDNER AGREED THAT PCI INFLUENCE IN ITALY 
DESERVES CONTINUOUS SCRUTINY. PARTICULARLY IMPLICATIONS 
FOR US AND NATO MILITARY ACTIVITIES, BUT THAT NO US OR 
NATO ACTIONS DESIGNED TO REDUCE COOPERATION WITH ITALY 
ARE WARRANTED UNDER CURRENT CONDITIONS. 

(E) NPG SESSION IN ITALY: MOD LATTANZIO HAS SUGGESTED HIS 
HOME TOWN OF BARI AS THE SITE OF THE FALL 1977 NPG MEETING. 
SECDEF AND AMBASSADOR GARDNER AGREED THAT THIS PROPOSAL 
SHOULD BE STUDIED CAREFULLY, AND BOTH ARE INCLINED TO 
ACCOMMODATE LATTANZIO REQUEST. 

2. QUESTIONS OF DUAL-HATTING CINCUSNAVEUR/NATO AFSOUTH 
AND PROPOSAL TO HOST FALL NPG AT BARI WILL BE SUBJECT OF 
SECRET 
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SEPARATE CABLES. CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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